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Martha and Mary
By KATHERINE POWERS GALLEGOS
Mary's hands were beautiful,
Tapering rose and whit~.
They might paint a martyred saint,
Keep bright flames alight,-
They might finger holy beads,
Dress an altar fair, .
Wave away a human love,
Fold themselves in prayer.
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Martha's hands were firm and
Needle-pricked and warm,·
They could feed a tired man,
Lead small feet from harm.
They might gather rosy shells
From life's bitter sands.
When I'm dying may I be.
Soothed by Martha's hands!
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